[Informed consent in connection with autopsy and sending out discharge notes. A questionnaire study].
The purpose of this study was to illustrate the attitude towards informed consent in connection with performing an autopsy and sending out discharge notes amongst a group of patients, doctors and nurses. A questionnaire was given to four different groups consisting of 75 patients, 20 nursing staff, 20 hospital doctors and 20 family doctors. The attitudes amongst the two groups of doctors were generally close to the attitudes amongst patients. The majority of doctors and patients in contrary to the nursing staff found it unnecessary to obtain informed consent before sending out discharge notes. More than half of all of the groups thought that patients should take part in the decision of performing autopsy, but still the family should be asked as well.